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CONTINUATION OF CRUISE 52 (EXP. 84.2) = Cruise 52 began in Puerto Plata, 
Dominican Republic March 28th. After a day on Silver Bank photographing 
flukes of humpback whales and skindiving around coral heads near the wreck 
POLYXENI, we collected oceanographic and seabirds distribution data enroute 
to Matthewtown, Great Inagua Island, Bahamas. The principal objective of 
the ¢ruise 1s to locate and measure the biological and physical variables 
associated with such features as submarine banks, isolated islands, windrows 
and the like. After a half-day stay at Matthewtown to check into the 
Bahamas and inspect the island, we sailed to Hogsty Reef, an isolated reef 
northwest of Great Inagua Island where we spent the next seven days doing 

a wide variety of studies. 


From Hogsty Reef we sailed back to Matthewtown to disembark three students 
and two guests from the Australian Sail Training Association, preparatory to 
the next leg - a ten day treck thru the Bahamas. Our first stop was Mira Por 
Vos Bank and Cay, off the South East tip of Great Bahama Bank. The place is 
aptly named; ‘one had indeed better watch out for oneself there' as the 
holding ground is poor, the coral heads abundant and the current often strong. 
Particularly interesting was the lake in the middle of South Cay. Fed from 
the sea thru its own tiny ‘blue hole’ and containing a variety of scarlet 

red shrimp unknown to our scientists, along with hundreds of thousands, if 
not millions, of sheepshead minnows about two inches long. 


As we departed Mira Por Vos we sailed past North Cay to investigate an oddly 
SmeCth Cigar shapéd aslet, topped with an abundance of boulders, dots of 
brown boobies and a few magnificant frigate birds. 


Early that afternoon we arrived on Dianna Bank, the top of an undersea mount 
that rises nearly a mile from the sea bottom to within seven fathoms of the 
surface. Jumping tuna dorado (dolphin fish) and many birds were seen, and 

Sam Payne (our Bosun) caught a wahoo allowing everyone to enjoy fresh fish 

for their evening meal. On Dianna Bank we did several ocean stations, collected 
data, and that night at anchor our student, Amanda Lake, continued our squid 
survey. We then had planned to sail to the South East corner of Long Island 
to explore offshore banks for squigwbut heavy rain and a fresh breeze forced 
us tO anchor in the lée of a smaliiarren island for the might. Ine tollowing 
morning we were under way for Cat Island following the 1000 fathom curve in 
search of Pilot and Beaked whales. By late afternoon we dropped the hook 

on a sandy bottom in the lee of Cat Island in company with the Brigatine 
‘Distant Star’. It. was Saturday. . Time tor the traditional beer. Lhe mor-s0° 
traditional moonlight dancing on deck, and an excellent lasagna served by 
Danny, our cook. 


The next three days were spent cruising the waters north of Cat and Eleuthra 
Islands, continuing our search for Pilot and Beaked whales during the day 

ana dritting avd squid fishing at night. Finally, on the third day off the 
North East coast of Eleuthra Island we found a pod of 40-50 Pilot whales and 
Spent all day with them. Peter Major, our Director of Research, was delighted 
with the photos, hydrophone recordings and observations of social behavior. 


Once again, problems in the engine room prompted an early arrival in Nassau for 
repairs. While there, mosts of the crew and students were able to tour a 

U.S. Navy Frigate. Most impressive was the highly sophisticated electronic 
gear. Here we had a2 change of science staff for the passage north. Peter 
Major and Brenda Norcross departed and Judy Perkins embarked. 


We departed Nassau Friday evening, and with the aid of the Gulf Stream and 
following winds it was a smooth, uneventful weekend sail to our next port of 


